W atershed Plans

A watershed-based planning approach for water quality protection and remediation is an important framework
for addressing today’s water resource challenges. A watershed is the area of land where water drains to a
common location, such as a river or stream. Using a watershed as a project boundary allows the plan to be
defined by the hydrology of the area.

Watershed planning is a collaborative approach that addresses a variety of water resource concerns and
opportunities. As part of the planning process, strategy recommendations are developed to help restore the
beneficial uses of impaired waters or protect and maintain the quality of unimpaired or threatened waters.
Since watershed planning creates a forum for community discussion and deliberation, other objectives are
often pursued as well. These multi-objective plans acknowledge the value of water and other natural resources
and, with this perspective, seek to improve quality-of-life in the watershed for both current residents and
future generations.

CMAP has been involved in the development of numerous watershed plans in northeastern Illinois as a
key step of implementing the Areawide Water Quality Management Plan. CMAP has worked directly with
local stakeholders to develop watershed plans, assisted others with watershed plan development, provided
administrative oversight on behalf of Illinois EPA for plans developed by others, and assisted with plan
implementation following completion of watershed plans. Additionally, other partners have completed a
number of watershed-based plans as well. Table 1 provides a list of the completed plans in the region as of
2014, with links to documents and partner organizations.

Table 1. Completed Watershed Plans, as of 2014

9 Lakes Watershed-based Plan 2014 Fox River Ecosystem Lake County
Partnership; 4 Lakes Initiative;
CMAP

Long Run Creek Watershed-Based Plan 2014 Long Run Creek Watershed Cook County -
Planning Network Will County

Mill Creek Watershed-based and Flood Mitigation Plan 2014 Lake County Stormwater Lake County
Management Commission

Woods Creek Watershed-Based Plan 2013 Village of Algonquin McHenry County -

Kane County

Jelkes Creek Watershed Plan 2012 Jelkes Creek - Fox River Kane County -
Watershed Coalition McHenry County

Spring Creek Watershed Plan 2012 Lake County Stormwater Lake County
Management Commission

Blackberry Creek Watershed Action Plan 20Mm Fox River Ecosystem Kane County -
Partnership; The Conservation Kendall County
Foundation; CMAP

Ferson-Otter Creek Watershed Plan 20M Fox River Ecosystem Kane County
Partnership; CMAP

Hickory Creek Watershed Plan 20M CMAP Will County

Lower DuPage River Watershed Plan 20Mm Lower DuPage River Watershed ~ Will County -
Coalition DuPage County -

Kendall County
North Mill Creek/Dutch Gap Canal Watershed Plan 20Mm Lake County Stormwater Lake County -

Source: CMAP.

Management Commission

Kenosha County


http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/FY14-125%209%20LAKES%20WATERSHED%20BASED%20PLAN_CMAP-June2014_Final-lowres.pdf/3aa1557e-b281-4432-a3e2-b9325aecafd6
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/9Lakes.htm
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/9Lakes.htm
https://sites.google.com/site/4lakesinitiative/
http://www.longruncreek.org/watershedplan
http://www.longruncreek.org/home
http://www.longruncreek.org/home
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/DesPlainesRiver/Pages/MillCreek.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.algonquin.org/egov/documents/1378486374_5526.pdf
http://www.algonquin.org/eGov/apps/document/center.egov?view=item;id=917
http://kanedupageswcd.org/jelkes-creek.htm
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/SpringCreek/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/BlackberryCreek_FinalPlan.pdf/5d1336ee-3726-4755-9059-61c733926b23
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/blackberry.htm
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/blackberry.htm
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/FersonOtter_FinalPlan_03-26-12.pdf/5136c282-23d4-4e88-a77e-0d852fdf0d40
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/ferson_otter.htm
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/ferson_otter.htm
http://www.hickorycreekwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/FINAL.Hickory_wshed_plan_June2011.pdf
http://www.dupagerivers.org/LowerDuPageRiverWatershedPlanning.htm
http://www.dupagerivers.org/LowerDuPageRiverWatershedPlanning.htm
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/DesPlainesRiver/Pages/NorthMillCreek.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx

Table 1. (continued) Completed Watershed Plans, as of 2014

Silver Creek and Sleepy Hollow Creek Watershed Action Plan

Aux Sable Creek Watershed Management Plan

Bull Creek Watershed Plan

Fish Lake Drain

Indian Creek Watershed Plan

Jackson Creek Watershed Plan

Beaver Creek Watershed Action Plan

Dead River Watershed Plan

Kellogg Creek Watershed Plan

Lawrence Creek Watershed Plan

Nippersink Creek Watershed Plan

North Branch of the Chicago River Watershed Plan

Upper Kishwaukee River Watershed

Flint Creek Watershed Plan

Poplar Creek Watershed Action Plan
Tyler Creek Watershed Plan

Upper DuPage River Watershed Plan
Waukegan River Watershed Plan

Sequoit Creek Watershed Plan

Thorn Creek Watershed-based Plan

Squaw Creek Watershed Management Plan

Source: CMAP.
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Silver-Sleepy Hollow Creek
Watershed Coalition; CMAP

Aux Sable Creek Watershed
Coalition

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Will County Stormwater
Management Committee;
CMAP

Kishwaukee River Ecosystem
Partnership; CMAP

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Kishwaukee River Ecosystem
Partnership; CMAP

Nippersink Watershed
Association

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Kishwaukee River Ecosystem
Partnership; CMAP

Flint Creek Watershed
Partnership

CMAP

Tyler Creek Watershed
Coalition

DuPage River Coalition

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

CMAP

Lake County Stormwater
Management Commission

McHenry County

Kendall County

Lake County

Lake County

Lake County

Will County

McHenry County
Lake County
Lake County
McHenry County
McHenry County
Lake County -
Cook County
McHenry County
Lake County -

Cook County
Cook County

Kane County

DuPage County
Lake County

Lake County
Cook County - Will

County
Lake County


http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/SilverSleepy_FinalPlan_03-26-12.pdf/49745732-1719-4e91-b778-f4e21792988b
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/silver-sleepy.htm
http://www.foxriverecosystem.org/silver-sleepy.htm
http://www.auxsablecreekwatershed.org/originalwatershedplan.html
http://www.auxsablecreekwatershed.org/originalwatershedplan.html
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/DesPlainesRiver/Pages/BullCreekDP.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/FoxRiver/Pages/FishLakeDrain.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/DesPlainesRiver/Pages/IndianCreek.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/Jackson-Creek_Watershed-plan.pdf/ee180f64-ee87-45f3-952b-8fbe19792f84
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/Beaver_final_draft_pdf.pdf/170d73ca-136a-4a67-b167-2face4daf3e7
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/LakeMichiganWatershed/Pages/DeadRiver.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/LakeMichiganWatershed/Pages/KelloggCreek.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/
http://nippersink.org/
http://nippersink.org/
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/NBChicagoRiverWatershed/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/UpperKish_wshed_plan_tech_report_pdf.pdf/078ec184-e432-4c48-9683-760a583bffe1
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/
http://www.flintcreekwatershed.org/
http://www.flintcreekwatershed.org/
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/Poplar_Creek_Wshed_Plan-pdf.pdf/162bce39-72f6-46b5-8ea2-2f32cb6a3243
http://foxriverecosystem.org/tyler_creek.htm
http://foxriverecosystem.org/tyler_creek.htm
http://www.dupagerivers.org/watershedmain.html
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/LakeMichiganWatershed/Pages/WaukeganRiver.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/FoxRiver/Pages/Sequoit.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/12317/Thorn-Creek-Watershed-Based-Plan_pdf.pdf/2c37c96a-6b1a-40eb-9e10-8a8088d71690
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/LakeCountyWatersheds/FoxRiver/Pages/SquawCreek.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx

